Design: What can it
do for you?

Val Head ¢ thisisportable.com
Interactive Designer/Developer at New Perspective



So, What's this all about?






The Questions



What can design do for me?



Why Design?

® Communicate your message
® Professional, polished look

® Differentiate



Anatomy of a Blog
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I am so in love with vintage inspired hair accessories. I especizally
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Let’s talk Design Principles



The Principles for Today

® Considering the Audience
® Visual Hierarchy

® The Love of White Space

® Colour

® Typography



Consider the Audience

® This could be my last slide. For real.



Visual Hierarchy

® important elements are emphasized
and content is organized logically and
predictably.

® So, what’s most important?
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<3 White Space

® White space helps with hierarchy and
emphasis.

® Gives page elements the design
equivalent of breathing room.
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By JOHN GRUBER FlipBook

My thanks to FlipBook for sponsoring this week’s DF RSS feed. FlipBook is

a very cool animation app — yes, that's right, animation — for the iPhone
ARCHIVE and iPod Touch. Draw with your finger, then use onion skinning and layers
to create new frames. Very ambitious concept for the iPhone, and

MEMBERSHIP
developer Josh Anon has devised some very clever Ul ideas to make it
PROJECTS work. My favorite is a single-finger tap-and-hold gesture that brings up a
CONTACT five item contextual toolbar.
COLOPHON You can share your animations on the FlipBook.tv web site, and you can
RSS FEED browse the flipbooks created by others. Here’s my favorite. The full
SPONSORSHIP version of FlipBook costs $10, but FlipBook Lite is free, to let you get a

feel for it before buying the full version.

Regarding the Twitter CEO Shake-Up

I'm not sure what the deal is with Ev Williams taking over as CEO from

Jack Dorsey, but I get the feeling it's not at all a sign of trouble for Twitter.

Twitter’s doing better now, both in terms of popularity and in terms of

uptime, than it ever has — I think they've actually licked their scaling A

troubles. My slightly-informed hunch is that Ev Williams wants to be CEO v
Done mbd 7
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Colour

® There’s nothing worse than a blank
screen

® Some sources to find colour when
you're not a colour expert



Where to find colour

® http.//kuler.adobe.com/
® http://www.colourlovers.com/
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COLOURIovers™ is a resource that monitors and influences color
trends. COLOURlovers gives the people who use color - whether for
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place to check out a worid of color, compare color palettes, submit
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Two colour tricks

® Using tints

® Use complimentary colours



Tints




Complimentary

Title:

Tags:




Colour Examples
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of cartridges. The ink is permanent, which lets me add color right away without smudging...)
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Established in San Francisco in 2002 by renown writer Dave Eggers and educator Ninive

Calegari, 826 is a unique organization that tutors and prevides workshops for kids ages six to
eighteen on writing and ultimately on creative expression. The San Francisco building where the
classes ook place, located at 826 Valencia Street (hence the name 826), was zoned
commercial and the logical thing to do was to set up a pirats efront which, according
to David Byme, is "definitely one of the top five pirate stores." And in that same spirit, the 826
chapters in New York and Los Angeles are flanked by retail stores like the ¢

(designed by Sam Potts) and E F Timi Mart (designed by Stefan
Bucher), respectively. With a wide range of fictional products these stores have lent themselves
to truly unique design experiences not just for the visitor but for the designers involved, as they
are able to craft this made-up world encouraged by the sense of exploration that accompanies
the centers.
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DANA ARNETT
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Typography

® Another super complex topic

® Many books and classes all about
typography.
® Readability



Choosing a Typeface

® The web really makes this easy - we
have a short list

® Serif or Sans Serif?



Serifs

® More traditional or formal feel

® Generally harder to read in large
blogs on screen



Sans Serifs

® More modern or minimal

® Generally easier to read in large
block on screen



Leading

® Leading is the space between lines of
text (remember white space?)

® Increasing leading can make text
more readable... to a point



Line Length

® The length of line of text can make it
harder or easier to read

® Leading and line length work together



Leading Examples
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0ugnt a new way o

About a decade |later, several smart folks approach web

began to question graceful degradation development—a way that
- focused on the content

and found it lacking on many levels.
and did more than just
Concerned with content availability, overall
pay lip service to older
accessibility, and mobile browser

devices

capabilities, they sought a new way «

approach web development—a way that

focused on the content and did more than WHAT'S YOUR lDEA')

just pay lip service to older devices. You invent it
We fund it

At SXSW In 2003, Steve Champeon and ( l"“'“"‘“"“!)

www.newschallenge.org

Nick Finck gave a presentation titled ™ ‘ re,” There, they
" " . o &5 milhon In foundatior
unvelled a blueprint for this new way of approaching web development. Steve also gave It a
> " funding for your
name. ] ; L. opeéen-source idea

There’s a (subtle) difference

In case you are scratching your head, trying to see how graceful degradation and progressive 1
enhancement differ, I'll say this: it's a matter of perspective. Both graceful degradation and

I

progressive enhancement consider how well a site works in a variety of browsers on a variety

¢ : T - s ‘susach ‘Be 2 tes o Bl sofiae See more
of devices. The key is where they place their focus and how this affects workflow. € o
on the

THE GRACEFUL DEGRADATION PERSPECTIVE

Graceful degradation focuses on building the website for the most advanced/capable

['EXTDRIVE

browsers, Testing in browsers deemed "older” or less capable usually takes place during tt

I

last quarter of the development cycle and is often restricted to the previous release of the

AL il . .
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& Materials: All you'll need is felt, feathers, a ribbon, a button, and CRAFT Magazine A ’
e hot glue. If you want, you can use leather instead of felt for the Crafty Adventures of a Stit
\,V base and fabric instead of feathers for the decorative part. Chick Lv'f__:i“;'\

<$, Lab magazine
//«« Here are the simple steps (now you can have a hair accessory to e ]”—J N ¢/
= go with every outfit, or a special one for a wedding or party): 2/
& e B0
i = 1. Cut a rounded teardrop shape out of leather or felt (whatever one f thing (P
32 size you desire. The one pictured is about the size of my pointer ReadyMade Blog r'(i,
finger) e ,.;;‘.\;::{;
m 2. Pick your feathers. I like mixing colors a bit (the combo above Volksfaden ":
is a light turquoise, white, and some light pink ones in the back, JY
® ok just to peek through a bit). I like to lay them out in a little fan l‘
q, array at this step. eSO N>
kﬁ._‘ = 3-4. Hot glue a blob on the leather or felt base. Carefully lay the Abbey Goes Design Scouting \ ,.";"‘
3 feathers over it a2 few at a time (you can wear gloves if you like Absolutely Beautiful Thinas p \ (
\"7 or a sewing thimble (I like to risk it but hot glue burns are really i Sloat N
Yo painful so it’s your call). Press down once you'‘ve laid the top oo ik gkl s < '
/": layer of feathers on. The hot glue seeps through enough to stick 2N T Y./
}: them all. ehineadna 2
3 L2 = 5. (optional) lay one feather facing the other direction (this Black *Eiffel j-f;__;"v‘_-."-i
\‘ makes the feathers less of a fan shape and more of a cloche Bloesem ,’:‘:
=< shape). Bk B T f‘ii} '
LN EP—_— - - — - - AL .
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About

Say Hello!

itllustrations

Time Out New York

Las Vegas Weekly
Nickelodeon Magazine

Plan B Magazine

Tiny Showcase/Fantagraphics

Other Hlustrations

L'ir_‘:‘\'.'hi‘.i work

Children's Illos
Thirty Birds
Postcards

The Kryptobet
Screenprints

Woolies

|

don't forget! h

Shop @POGONIP!

Trade Secrets

Me on Twitter! A

And this was an experiment: | found a great service called Spoonflower that will print

custom fabric yardage for you! 5o | tested out my Hello Llama pattern with it. The colors
shifted/saturated more than | expected, but | like it a lot and will probably order yardage
for pillows! Expect a lot of fun fabricky things in the near future as | play with this great

company.
More soon! Happy fall!

2 Responses to “PW, concept art, and fabric!”

1. Jacqueline Says:

Cclober 14th, 2008 at 11:10 am

| really love your work. You have such a unique way of drawing and | adore your

colour palette. The Hello Llama pattern is especially great.

2. kathleen Says:

Cctober 18th, 2008 at B:50 am

i'm looking forward to some fabric stuff for sure:)

i've been patiently waiting for some more prints in the shop so anything’s good.
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